
DIOCESE OF BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTICUT 

ACCEPTABLE USE POLICY 

2009-2010 

 

Internet Safety and Computer Equipment Use Including Related Systems, Software, and Networks 

By Students and Staff 

 

The Catholic Church understands that technology has opened the world of Cyberspace where not 

only adults but also our children live and learn. 

 

The Catholic Church understands that technology is an educational tool the rapidity of whose 

development sometimes out strips the concerns for its effects.  The Internet offers a dizzying 

array of undifferentiated facts, knowledge and wisdom.  It is a place of instantaneous long 

distance connections and multiple sources of information from newsgroups, to chat rooms, 

instant messaging, listservs, audio and video conferencing, etc.   

 

New technologies are often seen as good in themselves without consideration of their far-

reaching consequences for individual human beings and for humanity as a whole.  We must learn 

to question not only what we are doing but also why and whether we should be doing it. 

 

While it is true that this technology carries with it the potential for unprecedented good, it also 

brings the possibility of incredible risks of which the Church is ever conscious.  This 

understanding is especially critical in light of the Church’s responsibility to assist its people in 

the making of good moral decisions. 

 

With these facts in mind, the Church, nevertheless, also understands that it would not be 

faithful to its mission should it fail to use telecommunications technology to bring others to 

Christ.  Along with other forms of media, today the Church encourages schools to make wise use 

of the Internet.  In a paper promulgated in February 2002, Archbishop John Foley, President of 

the Pontifical Council for Social Communications, stated that, “the Internet is relevant to many 

activities and programs of the Church – evangelization … catechesis and other kinds of 

education.”  The Pastoral Instruction Communio et Progressio spoke of the urgent duty of 

Catholic schools to train communicators and recipients of social communications in relevant 

Christian principles (n.107).  In the age of the Internet, with its enormous outreach and impact, 

the need is more urgent than ever.  The world has become a global village through 

telecommunication, and, as a result, technology has become increasingly more necessary as a 

means of spreading the message of Christ.  Effective catechesis depends on the wise use of the 

latest communication’s technology, and our teachers must continue to develop themselves in the 

use of technology not only to advance the cause of academic excellence but also to promote and 

proclaim the Gospel. 

 

Since as Catholic educators and students in Catholic schools, we are called to follow the 

teachings and example of Jesus Christ, we willingly agree to comply with the provisions of the 

Acceptable Use Policy listed below as an expression of our love of God, neighbor and self. 
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